
Robert Allen 1840 - 1905
(Bulmer Churchyard Plan number 183)

Robert Allen was the 3rd son of Robert Alfred Allen of Ballingdon and Mary Allen (née
Pung) of Bulmer.  He was born in Ballingdon where he lived with his parents and 4 siblings,
Thomas, Mary, Elliston & Laura.

Robert’s mother died when he was not yet 2 years old, so he probably didn’t remember her
and was, instead, brought up by his stepmother, Henrietta Eliza Allen (née Wylie) who had
7 more children.

Robert’s father was a successful businessman owning a large brickworks in Ballingdon, a
maltings and trading in raw materials.   This enabled young Robert and his brother,
Elliston, to get a good education at prep school at St Catherine’s Hermitage, Bath and then
Ipswich School, Ipswich.

In 1856, when Robert was only 15, his father died suddenly.  It was therefore left to his
uncle, William Boulnois, to run the family business, R. A. Allen & Sons, until Robert and
Elliston came of age to run it themselves.
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Their bricks were in great demand, especially the
‘suffolk whites’, and millions were sent to London via
barges on the River Stour.   The return journey brought
back coal.   Many well-known buildings were built
using Allen bricks, such as the Royal Albert Hall and St
Pancras Station.

 In 1865 Robert married Louisa Harriet Whitehead and
they lived in The Cedars (now Dower House) in Bulmer.
They had 7 children (Beatrice, Mary, Annie, Constance,
Robert, Harold & Norman), all baptised in Bulmer
church, the first of which died in infancy.

In January 1877, aged only 30, Robert’s wife, Louisa died.  The following year, he married
his second wife, Tryphena Luke who had been his children’s Governess.   The couple had 7
more children (Vero, Helen, Edmund, Oliver, Enid, Geoffrey & Charles) the 2nd, 3rd and 4th

born at The Cedars.

December 11th 1877
As Mr R.Allen of the Cedars, Bulmer, was in the hunting field following the hounds at Hawkedon near
Clare he attempted to jump a ditch when his horse slipped, he managed to regain his feet but the
frightened horse trampled him, inflicting severe injuries with several ribs fractured and his arm broken
in three places

Bury & Norwich Post (newspaper archive)

In around 1884, the family moved to Halstead.

When Robert died in 1905, aged 65, he was buried in the Bulmer churchyard interred with
his first wife, Louisa.  The congregation included local people (see newspaper article).

Robert’s mother and one of his daughter’s Annie Kathleen Allen are also buried in the
Bulmer churchyard.
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Newspaper cutting references;
1. Death of Robert Allen – Chelmsford Chronicle 13th October 1905.  Many local people attended and

these are listed in this article.
2. Accident to Robert Allen – Essex Standard 7th December 1877
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